
 Mauritius Research and Innovation Council 
 

1 
 

Special Call for Proposals 

Fast-track innovative projects to counter the impacts 

of COVID-19 

 

1. Background 

COVID-19 has reached the shores of Mauritius with a sudden and massive blow and is 

unfortunately progressing rapidly in our Country.  

In response to this outbreak, the Government of Mauritius is implementing very strong 

measures to contain its propagation. These include: raising awareness of the local population on 

the nature of the disease, barring entry to arrivals from badly-hit countries, mandatory 

quarantine of passengers from affected regions, prohibiting mass gatherings, physical 

distancing, enabling people to work from home and more recently a total lockdown. 

Mauritius still faces challenges in the coordination of its response to this pandemic. In order to 

face this unique crisis, by its magnitude and its impact on our society, the Mauritius Research 

and Innovation Council (MRIC), through this special call for projects, has earmarked funds to 

encourage entrepreneurs, academics, researchers, enterprises and start-ups implement short 

and medium term projects that aim at improving and accelerating the Government’s response 

to the challenges posed by the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and eventually contribute to counter the 

impacts and planning beyond of this deadly pandemic.  

 

2. Aim and Objective of the Special Call for Proposals 

This Special Call for Proposals is being launched as a result of the novel coronavirus COVID-19 

outbreak, which has been characterised as a ‘pandemic’ since the 11th March 2020 by the World 

Health Organisation (WHO) and which is already having an impact on the Republic of Mauritius. 

Through this Special Call, the MRIC aims to contribute towards efforts being deployed 

nationally, through the provision of dedicated and targeted funding for Research and Innovation 

based actions. The objective of this Special Call is to develop and expedite the production (or 

adaptation) of technologies and services that will assist the health and relevant authorities in 

their work and in the deployment of general protection measures in response to the COVID-19 

outbreak. 
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The priorities of this Special Call are: 

(i) aligned with the need to develop innovative and sustained counter-measures to 

mitigate the direct and indirect impacts of COVID-19 on the country, and  

(ii) informed by the ongoing dialogue to provide a boost to enterprises and businesses 

willing to contribute to the response to the outbreak as part of a coherent and 

integrated national effort and to plan beyond the pandemic.  

Projects that can be funded under this Special Call are encouraged to leverage on existing 

infrastructure, capabilities and networks with local partners. 

Support under this Special Call is being targeted simultaneously on two fronts, namely: 

(I) Technology-based products and services: eg development of products, materials, 

innovative technologies (including software and apps) and 

manufacturing/production processes, practical demonstrations, equipment 

prototypes or the development of a scaling process for the transition from 

experimental production to large production; and 

(II) Social and policy measures: eg, analysing and improving logistics of the response 

to the outbreak; strategies to improve public awareness, knowledge and trust; new 

approaches to minimise misinformation, stigma and fear; cultural dimensions of the 

epidemic; evaluating the feasibility and effectiveness of social policies to contain the 

outbreak (school closures, lockdown, supply shortages, travel restrictions, etc) and 

identifying improvements or new policies; social dynamics of transmission and 

vulnerability and how to improve communication of risks, uncertainties and 

implications as well as the psychological impacts during and after the lockdown. 

 

2. Key considerations 

 Envisaging the potentially wide-ranging impact of COVID-19, the MRIC will consider 

support for short-term and long-term projects, in all stages: starting from ideation and 

all the way to development stages, piloting, testing and integration within existing 

systems. 

 

 However, bearing in mind the urgency of the issue, initial emphasis will be on giving 

priority to projects of rapid implementation (maximum 3 months of development), 

mainly to complement ongoing initiatives and to re-orient existing teams. Once 

decisions are rolled out for the priority projects, the longer term projects will then be 

considered and may be directed, if appropriate, to other existing MRIC Research and 
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Innovation Grant Schemes. Whilst priority will given to projects of rapid implementation 

and impact, consideration of long term issues of critical importance in the post-COVID19 

era will be welcome. 

 

 The application form is available at http://www.mric.mu and should be sent to the MRIC 

by email on scp.covid19@mric.mu. Applications will be evaluated in the order they are 

received using a fast-track process. Potential applicants can submit their requests 

immediately, and in a continuous manner, in order to gain timely response and move 

rapidly on development and implementation of the solutions. 

 

 Two application periods are being set: 

 

o First application period: 04 to 17 April 2020 (Deadline: Friday 17th April at 

14h00). 

o The second application period will be opened taking into account the evolution 

of the situation, anticipating it to be approximately one month after the initiation 

of the first application period. 

 

 

 

3. Special Calls for Proposals 

I - Technology-based products and services 

Companies and research institutions can obtain support for proposals designed to accelerate 

the provision of solutions for the prevention, treatment and management of the COVID-19 

outbreak. Proposals must be technologically innovative relative to the company's or institution’s 

capabilities as well as generate value in dealing with the virus. 

 

Target audience 

Companies and research institutions with expertise in a variety of fields: medical equipment and 

treatment equipment, prophylactic equipment, remote medicine, measurement and control 

equipment, paper, textile, chemicals manufacture, polymers and plastics industries, etc. This 

Special Call for Proposals applies to applications from Mauritius, Rodrigues and the outer islands 

within the Republic of Mauritius 

http://www.mric.mu/
mailto:scp.covid19@mric.mu
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Indicative eligible areas 

 Development of innovative products 

o Protective equipment (including face masks, head protective shields, eye shields, 

gloves, shoe covers, gowns, body suits, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)). 

o Products for sanitizing persons and surfaces to prevent contagion. 

o Medical equipment for hospital treatment or home treatment. 

o Equipment to monitor and control contagious individuals for local use (home or 

workplace) use. 

o Sheeting or temporary structures for quarantine and separation of factory 

departments to ensure work continuity. 

  

 Use of innovative materials or production processes 

o Innovation in raw materials and development of new industrial raw materials, e.g. 

chemicals for use in sanitizer products. 

o Developing innovative production processes or methods to improve quality or 

availability of existing products, including the use of 3D-printing technologies. 

o Adapting existing products to prevent, treat, or cope with COVID 19 cases. 

  

 Developing new technological capabilities of the production plant 

o Technological developments for production line automation or for improvement 

of the production line's productivity and output that may increase inventory 

availability for products needed to deal with outbreaks of the virus. 

 

 Development of improved or new processes 

o Streamlining and improvement of testing and diagnostic processes and solutions 

that will enable efficient and mass testing for the coronavirus. 

o Tools for contagion reduction and prevention. 

o Expansion of remote healthcare services, including a significant expansion of the 

quantity and types of services that are provided digitally, or which can be 

provided without a need to physically visit the health organization. This can 

include, but is not limited to, treatment, prevention, diagnostics, monitoring, 
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process streamlining, interfaces and systems, for the individual and/or the general 

public. 

o Development and re-purposing of antiviral products for treatment of the disease, 

or other products that may serve as a supporting therapy, or for diagnostics and 

prevention. 

o Structural studies and evaluation of novel molecules for potential antiviral use 

against the coronavirus. 

o Digital solutions for controlling and monitoring the spread of the virus, as well as 

its implications for health services. 

o Exploring/developing models and subsequently forecast the transmission of the 

coronavirus under different scenarios in Mauritius; developing modelling tools for 

projections of the disease at national level and looking at the effects of 

interventions as well as the development of treatment; 

o Solutions for smart management of public assistance centres, and for the 

effective communication with the public during and after the outbreak 

o Solutions to expand the capacity of respiratory intensive care units and that assist 

in the monitoring and simultaneous treatment of multiple people hospitalized 

with acute respiratory disease. 

 

 

II – Social and Policy measures 

The disruptions caused by COVID-19 call for socially innovative solutions, which boost our 

resilience and enable the mobilisation and delivery of resources, as well as the design and 

implementation of effective, efficient and equitable ways.  Proposals should indicate the novelty 

of the solutions proposed in addressing the gaps identified, preferably while harnessing ICTs. 

 

Target audience 

NGOs including community-based organisations, the Maker community, academia, companies 

and entrepreneurs are encouraged to apply, preferably in networked form. This Special Call for 

Proposals applies to applications from Mauritius, Rodrigues and the outer islands within the 

Republic of Mauritius.  
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Indicative eligible areas 

 Development of innovative solutions 

o Solutions for patients in home confinement or hospital quarantine. 

o Solutions that assist with the physical activity and the well-being of senior citizens 

staying at home. 

o Solutions that help support special needs population, due to their home stay 

outside their routine specialised system. 

o Solutions that help support the educational needs of students from the pre-

primary through to tertiary education system. 

  

 Understanding the social dynamics of the COVID-19 outbreak 

o Harnessing human movement and monitoring data for disease forecasting to 

drive evidence-based public health policy during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

o Evaluation of intervention strategies in response to the outbreak. 

o Analysing, forecasting and communicating risk information during the epidemic. 

 

 Analysing and improving policy counter-measures as well as addressing the critical 

challenges to be addressed in the post-COVID19 era 

o Developing and refining methods for involving local individual and community 

perspectives in the outbreak response effort. 

o Comparative approaches to mitigating the spread of infectious disease and its 

social consequences. 

o Investigating the epidemic logistical response and planning in response to 

COVID-19 as well as planning the post COVID-19 era. 

 

 

4. Funding opportunity 
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The total amount available for this funding opportunity is currently MUR30 Million. 

The MRIC will allocate the available budget across the two Research and Innovation areas to 

ensure a balanced response. 

 For the Technology-based counter-measures, the maximum amount per grant is MUR 

2 Million over 3 to 9 months. 

 For the Social and Policy counter-measures, the maximum amount per grant is MUR1 

Million over 3 to 9 months. 

Exceptionally, financial support of 100% will be granted for approved projects. However, 

applicants need to demonstrate their contribution to the project and are strongly advised to 

consult the Guide on Allowable and Non-Allowable Expenses specific to this Special Call on the 

MRIC website. 

 

5. Assessment of applications 

The assessment of applications will be undertaken in a two-stage process (i) Relevance 

Screening and (ii) Technical Panel Evaluation. 

Relevance Screening 

The MRIC will perform a Relevance Screening to identify applications that are in alignment with 

the aims and objectives of this Special Call for Proposals. Applications that are not deemed to be 

relevant will be withdrawn and will not proceed to the Technical Panel Evaluation. 

Technical Panel Evaluation 

A Special Independent Panel will conduct the Technical Panel Evaluation in an expedited manner 

and in accordance with MRIC review principles. 

 

The Technical Panel Evaluation will be based on the following criteria: 

 Quality of the proposed project 

o The vision and scope of the proposal, including the appropriateness of the 

proposed approach. 

o Extent to which the application responds to the aim and objectives of this call for 

proposals. 

o Appropriateness of the budget and justification for amount requested. 

 Quality of applicant and team members 
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o Qualifications and track records of the applicant and team members. 

o Ability of the team to quickly mobilise necessary resources. 

o How the in-house research/business environment at the applicant’s organisation 

supports the planned work. 

 Expected deliverables and impact of the project 

o The potential for timely and significant contributions in dealing with the 

challenges posed by the COVID-19 outbreak. 

o Expected impact on assisting the health and relevant authorities in their work and 

in the deployment of general protection measures in response to the outbreak. 

o The plans for sharing and dissemination of project outcomes. 

 
 
 

Allowable expenses 

 Recruitment of short-term personnel to work on the project. 

 Procurement of specific research and development expertise through outsourcing.  

 Costs that are essential to the project, can be quickly procured and can be justified, e.g. 

fieldwork expenses, local travel, specialist online publications, etc. 

 Direct costs incurred through the use of existing infrastructure/equipment/software 

linked to the project. 

 

Non-allowable expenses 

 Costs such as building and premises rent, utilities and basic services, including phone, 

postage, photocopying, stationery; 

 Salaries of staff already working in the organisation; 

 Indirect costs such as general administrative costs;  

 Activities such as catering and room and venue hire, amongst others. 

 

For a detailed list of allowable and non-allowable expenses, applicants are advised to consult 

the Guide on Allowable/Non-Allowable Expenses.  

 

 

6. Decision 

 Funding decisions will be reached no more than 2 weeks after the closure of the 

deadline. 
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 The MRIC will endeavour to communicate its funding decisions as swiftly as possible so 

that approved projects can start immediately upon award. Only successful applicants will 

be notified. 

 
 
 

7. Publication and accessibility of Research and Innovation results 

Upon completion of the project, grantees will be asked to present their project outcomes in 

a final report. Due to the specific nature of this call, grantees will be mandated to make their 

Research   and Innovation results available to the public (while respecting ethical and 

confidentiality constraints) and without delay, explicitly mentioning the support received 

from the MRIC. 

 

8. Questions and clarifications related to submission of applications 

For all questions and clarifications regarding this Specific Call for Proposals, please contact 

the MRIC on the following email: scp.covid19@mric.mu or through our Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/MRIC2019/. 

mailto:scp.covid19@mric.mu
https://www.facebook.com/MRIC2019/

